PUBLIC LAW 104!191S8AUG. 21,1996 110 STAT. 
1949 


"(3) PARTICIPANTS OF GROUP HEALTH PLANS{==In the 


case 
of a group health plan, the term particinanté a 
inciude 
"(A) in connection with a group health vlan 
; a ot maintained . 
bv a nartnership, an individual who is a partner in 
relation 
to the nartnershin. or 
"(B) in connection witha aroun health vlan maintained 
by a self-employed individual (under which one or more 


emnlovees are narticinants). the self- 
emploved individual. 
if such individual is. or mav hecome. eliaible to 
receive a benefit 
under the vlan or such individual's beneficiaries 
mav he eligible 
to receive any such benefit. 
ESEC. 706. DEFINITIONS. 29 USC 
1191b. 
"(a) GROUP HEALTH BAN gBor purnoses of this nari 
"(1) IN GENFRAT. he term faroun health 
plan means 
an emnlovee welfare henefit nlan to the extent. 
that. the nian 
provides medical care (as defined in naraaranh (2) 
and includina 


items and services naid for as medical care) to 
emnlovees or 
their denendents (a8 defined under the terms 
of the nlan) 
directlv or through insurance, reimbursement, 
or otherwise. ; 
"(2) MEDICAL CARE=The term {medical care! 
means 
amounts naid foe _ a 
me the diagnosis, cure, mitigation, treatment, 
or 
nrevention of disease. or amounts naid for the purpose 
of affectina anv structure or function of the hodv. 
(RB) amaunts naid for transnortation nrimarilv for and 
ooune to medical care referred to in subparagraph 


an 
Fic) amounts naid for insurance covering medical care 
referred to in subnaraaftanhs (A) and (BR). 
"(b) DFFINITIONS RELATING TO HEALTH INSURANCE.{@Por pur- 
poses ¥ this na 
ih ‘ A HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGEL= rhe term 
ea ll. 


insurance caverace! means henefits consistina of 


medical care 
(nrovided directlv. throudh insurance aor 
reimbursement. or 
otherwise and includina items and services naid 
for as medical 
care) under anW® hosnital or medical service nolicv 
or certificate. 


hosnital or medical service nlan contract. or 
health maintenance 
organization contract offered by a_ health 
insurance issuer. 

"(2) HRATTH INSURANCE IssurREg The term 


fhealth. ; insur- 
ance issuer! means an_ insurance comnanv. 
insurance service. 


or insurance organization (including a health 


maintenance ; 
oraanization. as defined in naraaranh (3 


which 


to endaaade 


; is ; licensed 
in the business of insurance in a 


State an which 
is subiect to Stale law which reaulates insurance 
(within the 
meanina of section 684(b)(21 Such term does 
not. include a 


groun health vlan. 
"(3) HEALTH MAINTENANCE ORGANIZATION The 


erm 
inealth maintenance oraanization! meanSll 
"(A) a federallv qualified health maintenance oraaniza- 
tion (as defined in section bay 1 (a) of the Public Health 
Service Act. (42 U.S.C. B800e(a 
"(B) an oraanization recoanized under State law as 
a health maintenance oraanization. or 
"(C) a similar organization regulated under State law 
ie, =OlvenCy, in the Same manner and to the same 
extent 
as such a health maintenance organization. 


